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2017–18 STATE BUDGET 
436. Mr J.N. CAREY to the Treasurer: 
I refer to The Weekend West editorial published on Saturday titled “Budget plan to tackle State debt should be 
supported”. 
(1) What will be the consequences if the government’s budget repair measures are blocked? 
(2) Is the Treasurer aware of anyone opposed to having big business—including iron ore miners—help with 

budget repair? 
(3) Is the Treasurer aware of anyone who instead wants to put all of the burden of budget repair on mums, 

dads and ordinary West Australians? 
Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
I thank the member for Perth for that very good question. 
(1)–(3) Interestingly enough, I am aware of some people who now want to put the burden of budget repair 

on the people of Western Australia. I want to make a couple of points. I was very pleased to see 
The Weekend West understanding the problems that we face as a community—not just as a government, 
but as a community. I quoted yesterday in this place the comments of Dale Alcock about the decision we 
have made on payroll tax. As I said, I went to Kalgoorlie on Monday and explained to the goldmining 
sector the decision that we have made. As I have said, they do not like it, but I think they understand it. 
I was particularly pleased today, as well, to read reporting of Richard Goyder, the CEO of, I daresay, 
Western Australia’s largest employer, making the point that he does not like the tax, but he understands 
that, because of the efforts of the previous government, we have to make some of the decisions, and all 
put in to get us through the next period of time—mainly the next three to five years. 
Which, of course, brings me to the National Party. The National Party has morphed from the fiscal ratbags 
of the former government, to nothing more than budget wreckers. If you are now going to come in here, 
motivated by nothing but bitterness at the defeat of your former leader, Leader of the National Party, you 
need to take responsibility. You were not a casual observer of the previous government; you were 
a long-serving cabinet minister. You spent the money about which Richard Goyder said — 

“It’s not as if Treasury people in WA didn’t know what was coming because it was pretty well 
forecast,” … 
“So, to me, it just doesn’t cut it that the deficit is a result of GST. The deficit is a result of 
government spending too much money. 

Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Do you accept page 71 of the budget? 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party! 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Do you accept page 71 of the budget? There is $5 billion in revenue writedowns, Mr Speaker, 
and the Leader of the National Party goes out and says to the media, “We’re not supporting anything”, much to 
the surprise of the member for Warren–Blackwood, who, by way of interjection to me, said, “We’re only opposing 
gold.” So now what you are doing in opposing payroll—one-third of which is to come from the largest miners and 
the oil and gas sector; they will be the largest providers to it, can I just point out — 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party! 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Can I just point this out: the crossbench in the upper house has made a decision not to support 
it, but the crossbench is not elected to be sensible; it is elected to say no. You, on the other hand, Leader of the 
National Party — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: — were a big part of the problem that was created. As a result — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! Treasurer, you will talk through the Chair. 
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Mr B.S. WYATT: As a result, Leader of the National Party, you need to take some responsibility for the problem 
that you have created. If you are now, motivated by the bitterness of the defeat of Brendon Grylls, just going to 
wreck everything time and again — 

Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: If you are going to wreck everything, motivated by nothing more than the bitterness of the 
defeat of the former Leader of the National Party, you will go down in history as the person most responsible. 
I look to the Liberal Party—as I said, supposedly the grown-ups in this particular coalition—and I hope that it does 
not take the bitter approach to the parliamentary role that it has. You are responsible for a big part of it. You sat in 
the cabinet. You never uttered a peep when there was land tax increase after land tax increase after land tax 
increase. Now, all of a sudden, you are worried about small business. The Leader of the National Party has no 
shame. To create the mess and then come in here and simply wreck a budget measure shows that the National Party 
still has a lot to learn. 
Government members: Hear, hear! 
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